
 
Tax Volunteers at Spring Hill College 

 
by Andrew D. Sharp and Taylor M. Smith 

 
Kappa Gamma Chapter of Delta Mu Delta members 
at Spring Hill College participated in the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program spring 
semester, 2010.  The program is sponsored by 
SaveFirst, a tax preparation and financial literacy 
initiative, which is part of Impact Alabama. 

After a six-hour training session and a three-hour IRS 
certification exam, each student provided at least ten 
hours of free tax preparation services and assistance 
to low-income families in Mobile and Baldwin 
counties.  This is a rewarding service-learning 
experience for the DMD students. For many students, 
taking classes merely for the credit hours is the norm.  
However, what the students got out of this experience 
was much more than they had expected.  Doing any 

kind of volunteer work opens your eyes to a whole 
different world, a world that we take for granted.  At 
VITA, the DMD volunteers encountered teenage 
mothers with infants receiving less than $3,000 a 
year.  The students filed returns for great-
grandmothers who were receiving unemployment 
checks to support their three great-grandchildren.   

Witnessing these things made the students realize 
how important certain tax credits are, such as the 
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), which reduces the 
amount owed to the government and often allows for 
a refund to the families.  Not only did the DMD 
members help others, but they learned a lot about 
themselves and the real world in they live in the 
process.      

 
Andrew Sharp is the faculty adviser for Kappa Gamma.  DMD member Taylor Smith served as VITA liaison  this year.       
Spring Hill College is in Mobile, Alabama. 
 

Faculty Advisers Receive Awards 
 

 
 
At left:  Faculty advisers Dr. Rita Toliver and Dr. Marie Gould with their 5 year service awards.   At right: (from left to right)  
Stephanie Bergeron, President and Chief Executive Officer of Walsh College, Professor Donna Rochester, displaying her service 
award certificate, and Dr. Robert Minter, Executive Vice President and Chief Academic Officer of Walsh College. 
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